
Care Ministry Prayer 
A Li t urgy Before Serv ing O thers

O Chr is t  Who Made Himsel f  the  Servan t  o f  All ,
I  would se t  my hear t  and my a f f e c t i ons upon you -  
and upon you alone -  f or  I can only
serve  o thers r igh t ly when such serv i c e  
is under t aken f rom f i rs t  t o  las t  as 
an a c t  o f  devo t i on  t o  you .

In serv i ng you ,  I am freed from my need for the  pra ise 
o f  o thers .  So tha t  e v en i f  my k indnesses are shed from 
scarred hear ts as ra in  f rom a sloped t i n  roo f ,
my j oy w i l l  no t  be d immed ,  f or  I w i l l  know tha t  you
have  re ce i v ed and remembered ea ch a c t  o f  sacr i f i c e ,
and re ckoned i t  an a c t  o f  lo v e  rendered t o  you .

So le t  my lo ve  be s in cere ,  and le t  my serv i c e  be f earless ,  O Lord .

I would serve  i n  imi t a t i on  o f  you ,  who poured ou t  your l i f e
f or  me .  I would serve  knowing tha t  your Spir i t  is e v er  a t  work
in the  l i v es o f  those I serve ,  e v er  ca l l i ng ,  e v er  drawing ,
e v er  seek ing t o  so f t en  hear ts en cased in  f ear and 
d isappo in tmen t  and anger and idola t ry .  So le t  my k indnesses
and sacr i f i c e  f a l l  l ike warm shaf ts o f  sunl igh t  on i cy ground .

I canno t  know the end o f  ano ther person 's s t ory .
Our l i v es so o f t en  only br i e f ly in t e rsec t .  So le t  me
be con t en t  t o  min is t e r  regardless
o f  v is ible  ou t c omes ,  t rus t i ng tha t  the  small merc i es
I ex t end wi l l  be woven in t o  the  larger theme o f  
redemp t i on a t  work in  the  l i v es o f  o thers as you
woo them t o  yoursel f ,  drawing the i r  hear ts
by graces o f f ered ,  and shap ing my own hear t  t o o
i n  th is process o f  l earn ing t o  ser ve  well ,  and
by learn ing t o  ser ve  well ,  l earn ing t o  lo v e  well .

Amen .

Every Momen t  Holy Volume I ,  Douglas McKelvey

Read
S: Matthew 25:34-40
M: John 15: 9-17
T: Romans 12: 9-13
W: Galatians 6:9-10
TH: Philippians 2:1-4
F: Hebrews 10: 23-25
S: 1 Peter 4:8-11 

As you read the scripture passage each day this week, read it slowly the first time. 
Read it a second time and notice which words stand out to you.

Read that section again and ask God to help you keep it in mind throughout the day. 


